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1878. upon the world the truth for which the British
public were to have been carefully prepared.
The gist of the secret treaty was simple and in-
telligible. 6S Bag and baggage " had won the day.
The integrity of the Ottoman Empire was nowhere.
The Turks were to carry off their abuses in the
only possible manner by carrying off themselves.
Their Zaptiehs and their Mudirs, their Bimbashis
and their Yuzbashis, their Kaimakams and their
Pashas, were to clear out from the Province they
had desolated and profaned. Lord Salisbury gave
Count Schouvaloff a specific pledge that Her
Majesty's Government would abstain from dis-
puting any article in the Treaty of San Stefano
which had not been modified by the Secret Con-
vention. The premature disclosure of this singular
document made Lord Beaconsfield's admirers
look rather foolish, and reduced the Congress
to a Chamber of Registration. Whatever Lord
Beaconsfield could do for Turkey he had done.
For England lie did nothing at all His mental
faculties had not been impaired by time, and at no
period of his life would he have been more efficient.
Prince Bismarck,, a shrewd judge of men, thought
him the ablest and most powerful personality in
the Congress room. But he had sold the pass.
Although he fought for the Turks with an energy
which would have been highly commendable in a
Minister of the Sultan, he could only talk. When"
it came to voting, his vote, and Lord Salisbury's,
were in Prince GortschakofFs pocket. They
applied the policy of Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet,
from which, and not from the formal despatches of
Mr. Secretary Cross, their instructions were really
drawn. It was, however, a little unfortunate, and
more than a little comical, that England, which had
objected to going into Congress unless the whole
Treaty of San Stefano were laid upon the table,